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7. Develop an overview of college readiness to share with university colleagues;

8. At future seminars/symposiums consider:

a. A panel of university, community college, and public school teachers

b. A focus on critical thinking, creative thinking, and problem solving

Suggestions for the Focus of the Faculty Collaborative

Members suggested that we combine content-area faculty and ELA faculty for CCRS discussions. Another focus that was suggested is to identify approaches to teach independent thinking and reasoning.

Suggestions for Product Development

The Advisory Council discussed several products they felt would be helpful for faculty.  These suggestions are listed below; in some cases Advisory Council members volunteered to assist with the development of these products.

1. Pre & post tests to ascertain knowledge on CCRS of principals

2. Create a “What to look for” in assignments, syllabi, & technology for CCRS

3. Compile a packet of resources [Neva Cramer & Deborah Harris)

4. Collaborative members create products to be posted on website

a. To draw attention to the website, incorporate pop-ups or email news flashes with a link to the site

b. Develop the virtual community [Hannah Gerber]

c. Consider a facebook site for CCRI

d. Create a pre-service teacher site for exceptional work

5. Provide materials addressing quality instruction for ELL students

a. Papers on best practices

b. Lesson plans

c. Differentiating instruction

d. Transparent teaching

Suggestions for the Integration of the Cross-Disciplinary Standards

The Advisory Council discussed how the cross-disciplinary standards could be integrated into teacher preparation programs.  It was mentioned that some principals have noted that newly prepared teachers may have content expertise but have a weakness in pedagogy.  

Within universities, both horizontal and vertical alignment is needed to fully integrate the CCRS.  The Advisory Council was interested in using a model similar to the one used by the Mathematics CCRI and use a horizontal model.

Leslie Huling, Texas State University, shared the model the Mathematics Collaborative is using. Universities are identifying teams to evaluate their own programs and then meet with other universities to share their program designs, strengths and weaknesses, and consequently obtain ideas how best to improve their teacher education program. The Advisory Council concurred that the English/LA Faculty Collaborative should implement a similar program.

Members were asked to send Marty suggestions for speakers and programs. Douglas Fischer and Robert Marzano were mentioned. Several members expressed their appreciation for the resource they received: Fundamentals of Reading Instruction, a course for preservice teachers.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.  The next meeting will be Monday evening, May 17, 2010, in Dallas, Texas, in conjunction with a seminar featuring Delores Perin.

Respectfully submitted,

Marty Hougen
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Welcome & Purpose of the Advisory Council


Marty Hougen welcomed everyone to the meeting and facilitated introductions. She reviewed the purpose of the Advisory Council: to provide critical input and feedback regarding the activities of the CCRI. This initiative is timely as college readiness is now a national issue. We are hopeful that working collaboratively will assist teacher education programs in their improvement efforts and assist IHE’s in addressing the reality that they are accountable for the teaching effectiveness of their teacher graduates.





Suggestions for the Direction of the Collaborative


Members suggested the following:


Continue with seminars and invite nationally renowned speakers such as Anita Archer


Address cross disciplinary standards and skills


Develop “command performance webinars” following seminars to share information with colleagues and help build faculty communities


Provide resources for colleagues


Work together with community colleges and universities and share what each other are doing. For example:


Region 1 and UTPA is meeting with community colleges and high school English/LA teachers;


Prairie View has invited HS discipline teachers to improve communication and are hosting discussions using a town hall format;


Faculty could meet with dual credit high school teachers to learn what is happening in the classroom;


Faculty need to obtain support from high school administrators for release time so that the high school teachers and university faculty members could work together;


We must develop common language and partnerships between universities & public schools.


Formulate guidelines to ensure the CCRS are embedded in the secondary curriculum; 
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